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ÁWelcome and Introductions
ÁStudent Assessment Overview
ÁPolicy Updates 
ÁTest Administration 
ÁTest Security 
ÁLunch
ÁAccessibility and PNP
ÁSTAAR Assessment Management System
ÁUpdates for STAAR Alternate 2 and TELPAS
ÁSTAAR Alternate 2 and TELPAS Assessment Management 

System
ÁScoring and Reporting 

Agenda
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Welcome and 

Introductions



ÁTEA 

ÁETS 

ÁPearson

ÁESC

ÁREMINDER:  This training does not take the place of 
reading the appropriate manuals.

Introductions
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Student Assessment 

Overview



New Organizational Structure
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Strategic Plan
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Texas Assessment System
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Á The STAAR Interim Assessment System is an optionalTEA tool to help 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
predict student performance on STAAR.

Á The STAAR Interim Assessment System is available for districts at no 
cost through the STAAR Online Testing Platform, and the interims are 
not tied to accountability.

Á Items for the STAAR Interim Assessments are developed with Texas 
teachers and fully aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS).

Interim Pilot
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ÁGrade 3ς8 mathematics and reading in year one.

Á Uses STAAR Online Testing Platform.

Á Two-section design allows for a shorter overall test τsections are 
interactively selected for each student by an algorithm.

Á Administration flexibility throughout year for two testing 
opportunities.

Á Provide teachers with actionable information to tailor instruction to 
ƳŜŜǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ

Interim Pilot
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Key Dates for Year 1 (Spring 2018)

Á TAA and Information packet posted January 5th.

Á Training webinars on interim assessments are January 8 and 9, 2018.  

ÁOnline registration begins January 9, 2018.

Á Year 1 online interim assessment window is January 29ςMarch 23, 
2018.

Interim Pilot
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Á Year 1 pilot participation ςemail the Student Assessment Division at 
StudentAssessment@tea.texas.gov

ïPilot participation includes feedback opportunity to guide future 
development

Á Year 2 operational launch ς2018-2019

ïIncludes 2 test opportunities with longer administration windows 
available in the fall and spring

ïAdditional content areas ςEnglish I, English II and Algebra I

ïSpanish versions will be available for grades 3-5

ïContent and language supports will be available

ïMore robust online reporting suite

Interim Future Plans
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mailto:StudentAssessment@tea.texas.gov


TEA is working to improve the summative assessment experience over 
the next five years.  Included:

Á Interim Assessments

ÁWorking group feedback

ïWriting pilot

ïOnline Assessments

ïTechnology Enhanced Items

Assessment Future Plans
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Assessment Lifecycle
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ÁSTAAR Alternate 2 and TELPASτcurrently provided online only

ÁSTAARτavailable online for ALL students

ïGreater accessibility options

ïMore flexibility in testing schedules

ïStudents are more engagedτdigital learners

ïEliminates inventory management

ïNo more bubble sheets

ïFaster test results

Online Assessments
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Á PilotτSpring 2018

ïOPTIONAL section after the online STAAR assessments

ïOnly available to online testers

ïSample itemsτnot specifically aligned to TEKS

Á Purpose

ïAllows for higher order thinking

ïCreates more engaging content

Á Item Types

ïDrag-and-Drop

ïHot Text

ïMultiple Select

ïConstructed Response/Equations

Technology Enhanced Items
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Policy Updates



ÁGiven the impact of Hurricane Harvey, the commissioner has removed 
some SSI requirements for all districts in the 47 county Presidential Disaster 
Declaration.

ïWaived the requirement for the creation of a Grade Placement Committee.

ïWaived the requirement to provide a 3rd testing opportunity in June. However, 
districts will be able to continue to administer the June test if they believe it to 
be in the best interest of their students.

Á Districts will have local discretion on whether each student should advance 
to the next grade.

Á The district testing coordinator must provide written notification to ETS by 
May 4, 2018 indicating that his or her district does not wish to participate in 
the in the June 2018 STAAR grades 5 and 8 retest administration.

ÁMore information on the procedures involved is available at this link.

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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ÁFor a student receiving special education services who fails 
STAAR the first time he or she takes it, an Admission, Review, 
and Dismissal (ARD) committee meeting* MUST be held before 
the student is administered STAAR for the second time. 

ÁThe ARD committee MUST determine 
ïhow the student will participate in an accelerated instruction 

program and 

ïwhether the student will be promoted or retained based upon 
the ARD committee determination that the student has made 
sufficient progress in the measurable academic goals in the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ L9tΦ LŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘΣ ǊŜǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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Á If the student retests in a subsequent administration of STAAR and 
does not meet the passing standard, then the ARD committee must 
document in the IEP (through an ARD committee meeting or an 
agreement to amend the IEP) 

ïadditional accelerated instruction,

ïwhether the student will retest, and 

ïwhether the student will be promoted or retained. 

ϝL59! ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ώ!w5 ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜϐ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦΦΦǘƘŜ 
parent of a child with a disability and a public agency may agree to use 
alternative means of meeting participation, such as video conferences 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭǎΦέ  όоп /Cw §300.328).  However, for the meeting 

required after the first time a student takes and fails STAAR, a meeting 
does not include an agreement to amend the IEP.

Student Success Initiative (SSI)
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Á The dictionary policy is being extended to include grades 3ς5. 

Á Districts must ensure that dictionaries are available to all students 
taking 

ïSTAAR grades 3ς8 reading;

ïSTAAR grades 4 and 7 writing;

ïSTAAR English I, English II, and English III;

ïSTAAR Spanish grades 3ς5 reading; and

ïSTAAR Spanish grade 4 writing. 

Á The updated STAAR Dictionary Policyƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Assessment Division website.

Updated Dictionary Policy
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http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=51539613203&libID=51539613202


Á Calculators now will be required for STAAR grade 8 science. 

Á Districts must ensure that students have access to a calculator with 
four-function, scientific, or graphing capability when taking the 
STAAR grade 8 science assessment. 

Á The updated Calculator Policyƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
Division website.

Updated Calculator Policy
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https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=25769822713


Á Based on the implementation date established by the Braille 
Authority of North America (BANA), braille versions of STAAR will be 
offered in Unified English Braille (UEB), as well as English Braille 
American Edition (EBAE), beginning with the April 2018 
administration.

Á Contracted and uncontracted braille test materials in both UEB and 
EBAE will be available.

Á Districts will indicate the correct braille format in the Assessment 
Management System for each student taking a braille version of 
STAAR. 

Braille Tests
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Á Beginning with the 2017ς2018 school year, the Texas Assessments of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests will no longer be administered. 

Á Former TAKS examinees (including former Texas Assessment of 
Academic Skills [TAAS] and Texas Educational Assessment of Minimal 
Skills [TEAMS] examinees) have the option to take an alternate 
assessment, including STAAR EOC assessments, to fulfill their 
graduation testing requirements. See TAC §101.4003.

Á These former examinees also have the option of a district decision. 
The commissioner rules for the district decision should be posted 
later this month from the Curriculum Division.

ÁMore information is available on the TAKS ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ¢9!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Assessment Division website.

TAKS Examinees
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http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=101&rl=4003
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Á Plan to produce prior to major school/testing events, i.e.:

ïJanuary, beginning of spring semester

ïMarch, prior to first round of spring tests

ïMay, prior to second round of spring tests

ïAugust, beginning of school year/fall semester

ïNovember, prior to December tests

Á First edition was published in October 2017. 

Á Next edition will be published in January 2018.

Student Assessment Newsletter
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Á Sent via GovDelivery to 

ïSuperintendents

ïDistrict testing coordinators

ïStudent assessment listserv

Á Posted on the following webpages

ï²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ƛƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ

ïStudent Assessment Correspondence with Districts

Á Link being provided in the upcoming CAO newsletter scheduled to 
ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлму ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ /!hΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
info as DTCs.

Student Assessment Newsletter
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Á Emails

ïOne weekly update

ÅVendor updates for next two weeks

ÅETS/Pearson every other week

ïSpecial emails sent to specific districts (e.g., those that have not 
returned testing materials)

ïEmails from TEA regarding policy changes

Á TETNs

ÁWebinars

Other Communication
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Á For the 2018ς2019 school year

ïThe assessment year will shift from a calendar year to an 
academic year

ÁOnline Coordinator Manual

ïUpdated in August for academic year

ïIndexed and Searchable

ÁOnline User Guide

Á Digital Calendar of Events

Next Steps in Development
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Á Provide better data validation

Á Spring 2018 ςdistrict input through 
DWG and TSNAP events

Á Revised process in 2018-2019 DCCM

Á Better data validation for better 
reporting

Online ADPL
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Test Administration



Á Posted online at 2017-2018 School Year.

Á Revised version sent and posted on September 11, 2017.

2017ð2018 Testing Calendar
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https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539611648


Á Posted online at

https://tea.texas.gov/student.ass
essment/manuals/dccm/.

Á Can be found in the 
Coordinator Manual.

Á Poster version delivered with 
the Coordinator Manual.

2018 Calendar of Events
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https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/manuals/dccm/


Á The 2018 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual is posted 
online and scheduled to be sent 
to districts this week. 

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student.ass
essment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á The 2018 STAAR Test Administrator Manuals are scheduled to be 
posted online in January and sent to districts in February. 

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á Additional manuals and 
other resources have 
been/will be posted.

Á https://tea.texas.gov/student
.assessment/manuals/

Manuals and Resources
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Á The Student 
Assessment Division 
has created a new 
webpage that includes 
links to the Texas 
Education Code (TEC) 
and the Texas 
Administrative Code 
(TAC) that pertain to 
the Texas assessment 
program.

Á http://tea.texas.gov/st
udent.assessment/Cod
e_references/

Manuals and Resources
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